
As you focus on the growth and  profitability
of your business, you face a number of
challenges…

- complex regulatory environment
- need to address business risk
- constant margin pressure
- greater need for transparency 
- expectation of quality
- demand for innovation
- expansion across borders 
- fierce global competition
- sophisticated and knowledgeable 

customers
- competition for key talent
- cost and availability of capital
- potential mergers and acquisitions

To help you address these issues, 
Grant Thornton provides a wide array of
services…

- assurance services
- tax compliance & consulting
- business advisory
- international
- mergers and acquisitions
- corporate finance
- technology risk management
- forensic accounting
- valuations
- compensation and benefits 
- strategic planning

Highest J.D. Power and Associates Ranking
J.D. Power and Associates ranked Grant
Thornton LLP “Highest Performance
among Audit Firms Serving Companies
with Less Than $1 Billion in Revenue.”*
Measuring service
quality is important
to us, so our
professionals spend
up-front time
defining service
expectations and
establishing clear
channels of
communication.

Understanding your industry
Grant Thornton professionals not only
understand the broad issues that business
leaders face, but also the industry trends
that provide context for strategic decision
making.

Access to resources
When accounting, tax or business issues
arise, you want quick access to
experienced resources and technical
experts on demand.  At Grant Thornton,
access is quicker and more direct and
turnaround is faster.

International strength
Grant Thornton International member
firms are located just about anywhere you
want to go. Whether you are in Houston
or Hong Kong, the people of Grant
Thornton provide the high quality service
and personalized attention our clients
have come to expect.

STATISTICS

Global United States

Revenues $2.1 billion $635 million

Staff 18,460 3,555

Partners 2,026 368

Offices 540 49

Why Grant Thornton?

Grant Thornton LLP
US member of Grant Thornton International
© 2005 Grant Thornton LLP 
All rights reserved

South Florida office
954.768.9900 

www.GrantThornton.com

* J.D. Power and Associates 2004 Audit Firm Performance Study(SM). Study based on responses from 1,007 audit committee chairs 
and 944 chief financial officers. www.jdpower.com

Through offices in 110 countries, the partners and employees of Grant Thornton member firms provide
personalized attention and the highest quality service to public and private clients around the globe.

Grant Thornton serves clients across a
broad group of industries including…

- consumer and industrial products
- technology
- financial services
- not-for-profit 
- health care
- hospitality
- global public sector 
- government contractors
- construction
- real estate

Grant Thornton at-a-glance



 
Grant Thornton -- South Florida  

 

 
Grant Thornton is the leading accounting, 
tax, and business advisory firm serving 
middle-market, entrepreneurial 
companies.  It is the U.S. member of Grant 
Thornton International, with $2 billion in 
revenue.  Through operations in 110 
countries, Grant Thornton International 
services clients in 540 offices worldwide.  
 

 
The South Florida practice is comprised of 
the Miami and Weston offices, which 
count for two of Grant’s 49 locations in the 
United States.  Grant Thornton’s South 
Florida serves clients in numerous 
industries including hospitality, wholesale 
and retail distribution, real estate, financial, 
telecommunications, and e-commerce.   
Like all Grant Thornton offices, the South 
Florida partners, managers and staff work 
in cross-functional teams, pursuing an 
integrated approach to provide broad-
based business advice, tapping into the 
firm’s expertise locally and nationwide.  
 
International Business Center Miami  
Global tax professionals at the Grant 
Thornton International Business Center 
(IBC) in Miami can address such issues as 
currency risks, financial statement 
translation, and capital formations through 
public or private channels.  

 
 South Florida Partners   

Doug Gawrych 
Managing Partner/South Florida  
 
Mitchell Less 
Partner/Assurance Services 
 
Scott Mager 
Partner/Assurance Services 
 
Mark Margulies 
Partner/Tax Services 
Director/Technology Industry Practice 
 
John Messer 
Partner/Tax Services 
 
Ken Meuser 
Partner/Assurance Services 
 
Gerry Pombo  
Partner/Assurance Services 
 
Gregg Rusk 
Partner/Assurance Services 
Director/International Business Center 
Miami 
 
Jim Spencer  
Partner/International Tax Services 
 
Shelley Stein 
Chief Operating Officer 
 
Maria Yip 
Partner/Economic Advisory Services 
 
 

 

South Florida Practice Statistics
 
Location: Miami, Florida 
Founded: 1969 
Revenues: $17 million  
Total Personnel: 100 
 
Grant Thornton National 
Statistics 
 
Headquarters: Chicago, Illinois 
Founded: 1924 
Revenues:  $485 million 
Total Personnel: 3,280 

 

Grant Thornton  
International Business Center (IBC) 
801 Brickell Avenue 
Suite 2450 
Miami, FL 33131 
T 305 341 8040 
F 305 341 8096 
 
 
 
Grant Thornton  
South Florida Headquarters 
2700 South Commerce Parkway 
Suite 300 
Weston, FL 33331 
T 954 768 9900 
F 954 768 9908 
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801 Brickell Avenue 
Suite 2450 
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Maria M. Yip, CPA Partner, Forensic Accounting & Investigative Services  

Grant Thornton LLP, Florida 

Qualifications and 
Overall Experience: Ms. Yip is a certified public accountant in the State of Florida and certified fraud 

examiner.  Ms. Yip has provided litigation support and forensic accounting services to 
attorneys, bankruptcy trustees, receivers, and state and federal governmental 
agencies for the past twelve years in complex matters involving economic damages, 
white-collar crime, fraud, embezzlement and bankruptcy litigation in the United States, 
Latin America and the Caribbean.  Ms. Yip has also served as an expert witness in 
Federal bankruptcy court, State court and international arbitration matters.  Ms. Yip 
also serves as a Chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee and as a court-appointed examiner. 

Experience: 
 

Ms. Yip has provided litigation support and forensic accounting services to counsel for 
publicly and privately-held companies, and receivers for governmental agencies 
including the Securities and Exchange Commission, Commodities Futures Trading 
Commission, Federal Trade Commission, and State of Florida Department of 
Insurance and Rehabilitation in matters involving financial and economic issues.  In 
addition, Ms. Yip has provided litigation support and forensic accounting services to 
counsel for companies in bankruptcy, bankruptcy trustees, and liquidating trustees.   
 
Litigation support services provided have included detailed review and analysis of 
financial records, assistance with discovery, and preparation of damage analyses, 
written reports, demonstrative exhibits and testimony.  In bankruptcy matters, litigation 
support services have also included identification of preferential transfers and 
fraudulent conveyances, analyses of defenses to preferential transfers and fraudulent 
conveyances, and preparation of solvency analyses.  
 
Forensic accounting services provided include investigations into alleged accounting 
irregularities, fraud and defalcations. These services include conducting interviews of 
personnel, detailed review and analysis of financial records and transactions, analysis 
of impact on financial statements and reliance by third parties, and preparation of 
written report. 
 
Industry experience includes financial services and insurance, distribution, consumer 
products, utilities, construction, real estate, aviation, healthcare, and 
telecommunications.  
 

Education: Florida International University, Bachelors of Accounting 
Certifications: 

Certified Public Accountant, State of Florida 
Certified Fraud Examiner, ACFE 

Professional 
Affiliations: 
 
 

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants  
Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE) 
South Florida Chapter of ACFE - President 
Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors 

http://www.grantthornton.com/
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Allen J. Genaldi, 
CPA, CFE 

Director - Forensic Accounting & Investigative Services  
Grant Thornton LLP, Florida 

  
  
Qualifications: Mr. Genaldi is a Director in the Forensic Accounting & Investigative Services  

practice providing consulting and expert witness services in the area of 
commercial litigation, forensic accounting and fraud examination, and 
corporate investigations.  Mr. Genaldi is a certified public accountant, 
certified fraud examiner, and a member of the American Bar Association. 

 
Overall Experience: 

 
As a former State Law Enforcement Special Agent and a practicing CPA and 
CFE, Mr. Genaldi has over twenty-five years experience in investigating 
major white collar criminal offenses including fraud, embezzlement, 
racketeering, corruption and foreign corrupt practices, money laundering, 
anti-trust, health care fraud, securities offenses and complex criminal 
organizations.   
 
Mr. Genaldi’s experience includes management of sensitive government and 
private investigations of political figures or public officials as well as major 
industry clients.  Among others, the subjects of these investigations have 
included government contractors, academic medical center officials and 
programs, banking and monetary entities and securities dealers & brokers.  
Mr. Genaldi has also consulted with clients in various international markets in 
the development of fraud & abuse detection and control programs related to 
the internet and health care. 
 

Education: 
 

University of South Florida, Bachelors of Accounting 

Professional 
Affiliations: 

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants  
Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
Association of Certified Fraud Examiners 
American Bar Association – Criminal Justice and Health Law Sections 
Boston Bar Association 
 

Published Work: “Fraud in Foreign Operations,” Internal Auditor, August 2002.  Awarded 
Outstanding Contributor Award by the Institute of Internal Auditors. 
 
“Terrorism in Florida, a Law Enforcement Response,” The Florida Police 
Chief, March, 1987 
 
“The KKK in Florida” The Richard Shanks Show, WMTV, Lakeland, FL May 
20, 1987 

http://www.grantthornton.com/
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Robert D. Moody, 
CISA, CISM 
 

 
Director, Forensic Accounting & Investigative Services 
Grant Thornton LLP, Florida 

Qualifications and 
Overall Experience: 

Mr. Moody holds certifications in the area of information systems auditing, 
technology security, and computer forensics.  Mr. Moody has provided assistance 
to public and private companies, law firms, state and federal agencies as well as 
law enforcement.  Mr. Moody has worked on a wide range of issues covering items 
such as employee malfeasance, embezzlement, ponzi schemes, destruction of 
evidence, computer hacking, identity theft, and money laundering. Mr. Moody has 
served as an expert witness in civil court and civil arbitration matters. 
 

Experience: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acquired data from more than 100 hard drives and recovered deleted e-mail, 
documents, databases, and bank records that help identify the location of $$MM of 
dollars belonging to investors. 
 
At the request of the United States Secret Service, assisted agents in acquiring 
data from a computer system that had been purposefully altered to prevent such 
acquisition. 
 
Working on behalf of the US Department of Labor and the Tennessee Receivers 
office, assisted in the physical and electronic shutdown of an organization, secured 
all data and prepped site for the civil and criminal investigations to follow.   
 
Provided initial incident response to client who was attacked by recently terminated 
employee.  As part of the response, the environment was secured, the breach point 
was secured, the site was prepped for the criminal investigation to follow.. 
 
Tourism client on site for 2002 World Cup suffered a catastrophic loss of its 
database and all client data. A forensic examination of the data followed.  The 
recovered data and file structures were made part of a new-reconstructed database 
and client was returned to operating efficiency. 
 
On behalf of a local government agency, a due diligence review of the self-funded 
insurance plan ensued.  The review determined that the administrators of the plan 
was not operating in the best interest of the agency or its insured.  The review 
uncovered behavior that had resulted in the loss of $$MM of dollars to the agency.   

 
Education: 
 

Nova Southeastern University, Bachelor of Science 
St. Thomas University School of Law, Juris Doctorate 
 

Certifications: Certified Information Systems Auditor, ISACA 
Certified Information Security Manager, ISACA 
Certified in Computer Forensics, University of Oregon 
 

Professional 
Affiliations: 

Information Systems Audit Control Association 
Miami Electronic Crimes Taskforce 
 

 

http://www.grantthornton.com/
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Accounting irregularities and financial frauds don’t leave footprints. But 
our economic advisory services professionals can reveal the trail of 
deceit to you and lead you to the truth … 

  

 

… through the application of investigative accounting 
and financial fraud detection expertise and experience to 
internal corporate investigations of allegations of 
accounting discrepancies and financial frauds. 
 
Internal Corporate 
Investigations 
Our team of CPAs, Certified Fraud 
Examiners (CFEs), Certified 
Internal Auditors, JDs, former FBI 
agents, investigators, computer 
auditors and technology experts 
can marshal all the brainpower 
corporate directors, audit 
committees, boards of directors, 
special committees and in-house 
and outside counsel need to 
conduct a thorough and cost 
effective internal corporate 
investigation of accounting and financial issues 

 
Grant Thornton serves tens of thousands of middle-market 
clients – both public and private – through office in the United 
States and in 110 countries worldwide.  Our forensic 
accountants and investigators can draw upon this professional 
network to conduct investigations at your corporate 
headquarters and/or at any of your operations around the 
globe. 
 
Accounting Irregularities 
Whether you call it “financial statement fraud” or “earnings 
management,” accounting irregularities have become a 
troubling fixture in modern business.  Our forensic 
accountants bring a unique blend of investigative accounting 
and financial report skills to investigating, quantifying, and if 
necessary, to preparing and presenting our findings to a tried 
of fact or regulatory body. 

Financial Fraud 
A trusted and respected employee or service provider who 
appears by all outward signs to be an outstanding citizen 
of the community may have perpetuated a financial fraud 

on your enterprise.  The crimes they 
commit may be sophisticated and well 
concealed, involving elaborate and 
methodical deception.  These crimes can 
include kickbacks from vendors, payments 
to fictitious vendors or ghost employees 
and money laundering or fraud on an 
international scale.  Undetected, they can 
continue perpetrating these illegal activities 
for years, increasing the financial loss and 
the legal exposure of the organization, its 
officers and directors.  
 

Suspicions or reports of irregularities are causes for 
concern.  If a loss is detected, management needs to know 
the extent, the responsible parties and the best possible 
avenue for resolution.  Grant Thornton has a dedicated 
team of experienced professionals who investigate fraud 
and other related illegal financial activities.  Our 
professionals work full-time performing fraud audits, fraud 
investigations and related assignments. 
 
For more information, or for an initial discussion of your 
situation, please contact: 
 
Maria M. Yip, CPA, CFE Robert D. Moody, CISA, CISM 
T 305.341.8063 T 305.341.8095 
maria.yip@gt.com  rob.moody@gt.com  
 
 Allen J. Genaldi, CPA, CFE 
 T 305.341.8045 
 allen.genaldi@gt.com  

mailto:maria.yip@gt.com
mailto:rob.moody@gt.com
mailto:allen.genaldi@gt.com
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Grant Thornton’s economic advisory services make the most of the 
accountant’s talents while maximizing attorney time for the legal aspects 
of a case 

Grant Thornton’s litigation consultants are experienced in 

offering services in accounting (financial and tax services and 

statistical evaluations/analysis) and information management 

(electronic production and analysis of voluminous data). 

You can depend on objectivity, procedural thoroughness, and 

maximum confidentiality.  Also, you can count on us to be 

cost-sensitive while maintaining a high level of effectiveness.  

The quality of the work ― the vital financial interpretations and 

projections that produce insightful and assertive depositions, 

evidence, and testimony ― is supported by the time-proven 

credentials of our professionals.   

 
Forensics services:  
• Assistance with discovery, including deposition 

preparation 
• Analysing/critiquing other experts’ reports 
• Technology assistance 

- Management and analysis of massive amounts of 

data, complex financial modeling, data extraction 

- Research/library capabilities to support/backstop 

attorneys and smaller CPA firms regarding 

background information and/or litigation assignments 

 

 

 

 

 

• Damage calculations in all types of litigation 

- Lost profits 

- Patents/trademarks (including royalty 

calculations) 

- Post-acquisition analysis 

- Opportunity costs 

• Investigation of allegations related to fraud and/or 

irregularities 

• Bankruptcy/workouts/turnarounds 

• Business valuations 

• Expert testimony and reports 

• Alternative dispute resolution 

 

Types of cases: 
• Civil disputes 

• White-collar crime 

• Bankruptcy 

• Forensic accounting ― litigation and investigation 

• Business valuations 

• Data management/analysis 

 
        For additional information please contact – 
 
        Maria M. Yip, Partner     
        T 305.341.8063    
        maria.yip@gt.com    
        
         



Economic Advisory Services
Computer Forensics

Computer crime 

The rapid growth of electronic commerce and use of technology has, in contrast to its many advantages, led to 
new ways of committing and facilitating crime. In the investigation of such crimes the best evidence is often 
found within computers and other electronic devices. Due to the volatile nature of electronic data, it can be 
difficult to retrieve evidence without altering or destroying it. Given the complexity of the modern 
Information Technology environment, evidence can often be overlooked without a thorough understanding 
of the underlying system. 

Computer forensic model

Our specialist computer forensic team has developed a six-stage methodology, compliant with internationally 
recognized forensic computing standards. The model incorporates the seizure, reconstruction, analysis and 
presentation of all types of computer based evidence. 

Computer data recovery 

Techniques and systems used by our investigators provide total data integrity and ensure that data retrieval is 
performed using non-invasive standards, which can be applied for a variety of clients from both the public 
and private sectors. Our investigators have in-depth practical experience in the retrieval of deleted, protected 
and corrupted data.

Specialist computer investigations 

In an environment where IT plays a critical role in business, the ability to identify and investigate incidents 
that occur on or through those systems is crucial. Grant Thornton has established a team of highly regarded 
computer crime investigators who can assist you in dealing with an IT security incident. 

Stage 1: Physical system examination 

Stage 2: Forensic recovery of all areas of computer filesystem to 
non-volatile storage medium 

Stage 3: Restoration of data to forensic workstation 

Stage 4: Analysis of data and filesystem processing 

Stage 5: Production of a report identifying processes used and 
findings 

Stage 6: Production and presentation of evidence 

Physical Recovery
Restoration

Processing 
& Analysis Report

Evidence

1
2

3
4

5 6
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